Kingsmeadow news

Year 7/
October half term 2025

If the first half term gives an indication of how good the school year
is going to be, then the students of Kingsmeadow Community School
are going to have an excellent year.

For school leaders, the new school year starts on results day. This
year’s results day was a wonderfully positive day. The outgoing
students achieved the best set of results that the school has ever
seen. | know that the coming years will see more records broken as
the students coming through are highly motivated and hard working.

We have welcomed a great set of year 7 students this year. There
was lots of positive feedback for parents and carers on the
settling-in evening, followed by some relaxed chat at our parent and
carer coffee morning. We will be hosting more of these with other Mr Barrett
year groups. Our new sixth form students are now settled into year 12 Headteacher
and have already sat their baseline assessments. Lots of hard work is

expected from them.

Our focus on classroom learning expectations sees the students and staff working more
effectively than ever. We are encouraging this through developing a culture of praise around
school. Hopefully your child has come home with a praise postcard, a head teacher queue jumper
or you have received a positive telephone call from an impressed member of staff. Students have
reacted well both to this positive praise and to the removal of poor behaviour logs.

| have to commend our staff and students for embracing a wider range of extra curricular
opportunities than | ever remember seeing at Kingsmeadow Community School. There are way
too many after-school or lunch time clubs to list here. Suffice to say, whatever sport, pastime or
activity your child has an interest in, we are bound to have a club for them. Just get them to ask
their tutor.

This half term we have also had university visits, a digital challenge, a Macbeth screening, a
Nissan visit, a climbing wall visit and Wear it Red against racism day. | had a wonderful morning
out with our choir and creative writing students at the St Nicholas Church 60th birthday
celebrations. We have students signed up for a number of school trips going as far afield as
London, Barcelona, Paris, Montenegro and New York. We have a new set of Student Ambassadors
and a sixth form Head Student Team who are already coming up with great school improvement
ideas.

| am happy to be exhausted at the end of a busy and successful
half term.
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St. Nicholas with Christ Church, Dunston
Thursday 11 December 2025
6.30 - 7.30pm
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From key assessment results, to dazzling
performances in art, music, and effort,
young achievers at Kingsmeadow are

regularly receiving recognition through the
school’s new Culture of Praise initiative.

Our students inspire us every day with
their dedication and creativity, and it’s not
just their successes in academic
excellence, but in leadership, effort, and
community spirit too.

With the school’s continued support and
encouragement, we are proud to celebrate
each and every one of our students,
whether their achievement is big or small.
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Kingsmeadow students top the
bill in community celebrations

Kingsmeadow Community School’s creative
writers and choir members took centre stage
recently to support St. Nicholas with Christ
Church in Dunston in their 60th birthday
celebrations.

Student members of the school’s Creative
Writing Club read poems they had written
especially for the event, while the choir
performed beautiful renditions of ‘Hallelujah’
by Leonard Cohen, and ‘Somewhere over the
rainbow’ from The Wizard of Oz.

Built in 1965, the modern church of St.
Nicholas' serves the Dunston community as
part of the Gateshead West Deanery, the
Archdeaconry of Sunderland and the Diocese
of Durham. The celebrations also included a
showcase of memories, with news articles and
photographs from baptisms, weddings, and
other special moments connected to the
church over the last 60 years.

Mr Barrett, Headteacher said: “Seeing our
students go out and help the community of
Dunston to celebrate such an important
birthday for the local church made me so
proud.

“The children involved gave superb, assured
performances that | and everyone else in
church really enjoyed. It added to the whole
atmosphere of celebration.”

You can watch the students’ performances on
the school’s You Tube channel.
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Year 7 students get
spoooooky!

Our Year 7 students had a groovy, spine-
tingling time on Wednesday 22 October at
our Halloween Disco.

The spooktacular event attracted
imaginative costumes with the spooks and
ghouls hitting the dance floor with their
deadly dance moves to Halloween beats.

Thank you very much to our student
volunteers for helping to organise the fun
and games on the night!

Creating fun, by design

Our Year 7 students enjoyed the results of
their Technology assignment in the last
week of term, after working hard over the
last few weeks on the design of their own
game based on their favourite books and
films. The results were incredible.

Well done Year 7!

GCSE, A Level and vocational
success open doors to a
bright future

This summer our students opened the most
impressive set of GCSE, A Level and
vocational results that the school has ever
seen. In almost all measures, the 2025
results surpass any of the school’s previous
years.

Kingsmeadow Community School is
undergoing significant improvements since
the appointment of the new head teacher
and senior leadership team last year. The
students of Kingsmeadow Community
School have responded with increased
attendance, increased positivity and
increased exam results.

Mr Barrett, said: “l am so proud of our
outgoing year 11 and 13 students. They have
embraced every academic opportunity we
have given them and achieved so highly as a
result, and they deserve every bit of the
success that they have achieved.”
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fr Kingsmeadow celebrates the arrival of new school minibus N

Exciterment is in the air at Kingsmeadow
Community School as staff and students

proudly unweil their brand-new school
minibus — a much-anticipated addition that

will enhance learning opportunities and
strengthen community connections.

The modern 17-seater Ford Transit will be
uzed to transport students to excursions,
extra-curricular activities and community
events, providing a safe and flexible way to

explore learning beyond the classroom.
Headteacher Mr Barrett said: “This is an
ncredible moment for cur school
community. The new minibus will kelp us to
open doors to even more opportunities for
studernts to have experiences outside of the
usual classroom environment. To have that
minibus driving around the Northeast

displaying the wonderful artwork of one of
our students, Alexis, makes it even more

special”

To mark the start of a new chapter in schoal
adventures, the minibus has been decorated
with artwork inspired by Alexis, a student in
Year 10, Alexis" artwork, that depicts the
school's core values imagery, was chosen
from dozens of entries submitted into the
school's art competition.

“| can't wait to go on my first excursion in it,”
said Alexia. “It looks amazing inside, with
seatbelts, air conditioning and lots of
gadget=, and to have my artwork on the
exterior feels amazing. | feel so proud, and
delighted with my prize of £50 worth of

artist supplies.”
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Improved learning at
Kingsmeadow

All of the studernts at Kingsmeadow
Community School are benefiting from
higher levels of academic expectations.
From September, our focus in classrooms
has not been on just good behaviour, but on
good behaviour for learming. This means that
students have to show that they are
engaged, attentive and working hard in all
lessons.

Coupled with the above, we have enhanced

our teaching approaches:

Students now begin every lesson with a
silent, recall starter - this helps them to
revise and remember previous learning.

In lessons students are expected to apply
their knowledge for longer - demonstrating
resilience and practicing exam skills.
Students are also experiencing cold-call
questioning - this is a questioning technigue
that helps teachers to target every single
student in the class and to engage all in
thinking about the answer.

The students have really stepped up to meet
these higher expectations. Recent visitors to
school have commented on the purposeful
and powerful learmning enmvironment.
Addrtionally, feedback from our Student
Ambassadors tells us that they enjoy the
new challenges in the classrooms and feel
that they are learning 50 much more
because of them.
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Kingsmeadow

Parent and
carer forum

Shaping the future together
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Are you our newest forum
member?

We believe that our parents and
carers offer many skills and can
bring plenty of experience to the
table, and we would like to work
with them and capture this rich
and valuable knowledge.

Our forum members are people
just like you, and they bring plenty
of ideas and views to the table.

The forum meets four times a year
and talks about a wide range of
topics.

Join us! You’ll be promised a warm
welcome. (There’s cake and a
cuppa too!)

Our meeting dates for 2025-26

Tuesday 4 November 2025
Wednesday 4 November 2026
Thursday 30 April 2026
Thursday 26 June 2026

All meetings at 6pm to 6.45pm

To find out more call
0191 460 6004 or email
forum@kingsmeadow.org.uk.

Hello fro;n Mr Thompson,
Head of Year 7

This year’s cohort of Year 7 students
have quickly proven themselves to
be confident, enthusiastic, and
adaptable as they make the
transition to secondary school.

Teachers and staff have praised the
new students for the positive
attitude they’ve shown since joining
in September. From finding their way
around the school, to taking on new
subjects and routines, Year 7 have
adjusted impressively to life at
Kingsmeadow.

Our Year 7 tutor team have created a
safe and inclusive environment for
our new students and have
highlighted that some strong
friendships are beginning to forge
during their first half term.

Year 7 are also eager to join in with
our extracurricular activities,
especially the girls and boys football
teams. The Halloween Disco went
down a storm too.

I’m very proud of how Year 7 have
settled in, and | look forward to
welcoming them back after the half
term.
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Follow our story

Kingsmeadow Community School

'EJ Kingsmeadow.School

KMGateshead

o @KingsmeadowSchoolGateshead

www.kingsmeadow.org.uk

Proud to be part of the local community

Kingsmeadow Community School
Market Lane, Dunston, Gateshead. NE11 9NX



